
Westminster Community Primary School
Weather Policy - Cold
	 Risk
	Control Measure

	Slips, Trips, Falls

	Main entrance to be cleared and gritted first. Other gates only to be opened to allow access when pathways have been attended to.

Parents/Carers to be reminded that a locked gate means route not to be used. 

Path from Egerton Street entrance to school gate to be cleared and gritted.  3 Clear paths to be made from playground gates to each set of entry doors if possible. Member of staff on duty (SF/LH or replacement) to remind pedestrians to stay on these.
This may be limited to 2 or 1 paths if snow is heavy.

In case of extreme weather our entry to school will be via front door only and this will be cleared/gritted prior to arrival of children.
 
CR to notify pupils by text message, at 8am, if there is limited access to the school.

School staff to limit daytime access to playground to prevent compressing heavy snow and delaying its clearance. 

Staff to remind children about the need to take care when conditions are slippery.


	Staff Ratios Depleted
	Staff to inform head teacher of difficulties in getting to school promptly, in line with absence policy, so arrangements can be decided.

Staff who are able to get to school briefed on expectations and the children organised into classes as soon as possible when staff ratios allow. 

Claire Rennie to arrange for additional supply cover if needed.

Head or deputy to consider closing school if ratios fall and supply cannot be brought in. It may also be helpful to ask parents/carers to collect their children at 14:45 to allow for staff travel home if staff numbers dictate or more severe weather is forecast. 

If a school closure is decided upon the earlier this can be actioned the better. Texts need to be sent to parents. 

Member of staff on school site to keep people informed and ensure children are safe and there is an adult for them to return to. 

Head or Deputy must ensure Incident Reporting are made aware (IncidentReporting@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk) when a school closure is actioned and that the Chair of Governors is notified.

A text will be sent out via our parent contact system and a message added to the school website.


·  
· 
The school appreciates that during bad weather children may arrive later than normal; parents should endeavour to contact the school to let them know they are on their way if likely to be delayed. The school recognises there will be isolated instances where families are cut off, even where the clear majority of children can get into school. In such instances parents should inform the school of the circumstances of this exceptional situation, as the school has a duty to clarify the circumstances in order to be able to formally authorise the absence to the Local Authority. 

Parents acting on the assumption that the school would be closed without gaining confirmation, or failing to inform the school of the circumstances that prevent the child coming into school risk their child’s absence being registered as an unauthorised. 

Where the school is officially closed, all absence is counted as authorised absence.  


Appendix 1

Gritting Map
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The above shows our gritting plan for frosty weather (marked in yellow).  In the event of snow or in the absence of Site Maintenance Officer, it is likely that the gritting will be from the pavement to the front door of the school and from the Egerton Street gate to the front door of the Children’s Centre only (marked in red).   We will endeavour to send a text out and our usual gates will not be opened to indicate that there are different arrangements in place. 
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